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A Movie-Ble Feast:
"The Old Forest"
A Film on Southern Life
by an MSU Professor
Has Set Critics Ablaze
By Ed Webb

Steve Ross, assistant professor in
MSU's theatre and communication

arts department,has directed"The Old
Forest," a 60-minute independent film

which will appear in selected cities
throughout the Southeast.

"The Old Forest," a 60-minute film
directed by SteveRoss, assistant pro
fessor in Memphis State's theatre and
communication arts department, has
been on the move lately.
The production was oneof six films
selected to appear in last year's
Southern Circuit, a one-of-a-kind
touring program that takes nation
ally-recognized independent film and
video artists on a series of eight-day
tours to selected cities in the South
eastern U.S.
Ross accompanied the film to Ra
leigh, N.C., Montgomery, Ala., New
Orleans, Atlanta, Columbia, S.C., and
Whitesburg, Ky."The competitionfor
the Southern Circuit is extremely
tough, and weare very pleasedto have
been selected," Ross said. The South
ern Circuitis co-sponsored by the Na
tional Endowment for the Arts.
Since completion, the film, which
is based ona prize-winningshort story
by Tennessee writer Peter Taylor, has
also been selected to participate in
several film festivals, giving it na
tional and international exposure.
The film was shown in October 1985
at the Denver International Film
Festival, a non-competitive, invita
tional festival.
In March 1985, the USA Film Fes
tival in Dallas chose the film as a fi
nalist in its independent competition,
and Ohio University recently showed
the film as part of its International
Film Festival in Athens, Ohio.
The film was also featured at the
American Film Festival in New York
City, May 27-June 1, and the Munich
Film Festival, June 22-29, in
Germany.
The American Film Festival is the
most important festival in the coun
try for non-theatrical films, accord
ing to Ross. "The Old Forest" competed
against approximately 1,500 films for
a seat in the Festival. Only half of the
competing films made it to the finals.
"Being a 'finalist' means the film is
worthy of being shown at the festi
val," he said. "The most important
thing always isto get to be a finalist.
That means the film will be seen.
"Appearing in these festivals is a
great honor for the film," Ross said.
Some people who have seen "The
Old Forest" have been so impressed
with it that they have developed spe
cial activities around it. Such is the
case at Vanderbilt University where
the Sinking Creek Film Celebration

made the film part of a special pro
gram in June. Ross wentto Nashville
for the festival to discuss the making
of the film prior to its showing.
"Opening night was completely sold
out, and theTennessee Arts Commis
sion gave us a special award that
night," Ross said. "Nashville's NBC
affiliate ran clips of the film and called
it a 'Southern Great Gatsby.'"
The University ofGeorgia used the
film to coincide with a campus visit
by Peter Thylor, and during the Wesleyan Writers Conference in Con
necticut last summer, the film was
shown on opening night.
Ross said the apparentsuccess of the
film can't be determined solely on the
basis of its many university and fes
tival showings since recognition has
also been earned from other sources.
"We have signed a contract with
cable television's Arts & Entertain
ment Network, and they will begin
showing the film nationwide around
the first of the year," he said. "Also,
the May 1985 issue of American Film,
a national magazine of the film and
television arts, devoted an entire ar
ticle in its 'Independents' section to
the film."
The Virginia Committee for the
Humanities has asked permission to
use the film in a series it is assem
bling dealing with women's roles in
American History.
The success of "The Old Forest" is
even more impressive when one con
siders that most of the films against
which it competes cost at least three
times as much, Ross said. "We are
really in a leagueway over our heads,"
he said. "The fact that we placed high
in several of the competitions says a
lot for the film."
"The Old Forest" is about a young
man, Nat Ramsey, from a well-to-do
cotton family whois involved in a car
wreck while in the company of a
working-class woman. The woman
disappears, and the ensuing search for
her sets into play a subtle yet pene
trating lookat theclass divisions,sex
roles and social mores of the South.
Narrated by Peter Thy lor, the film is
set in Memphis in 1937 and features
familiar Memphis locations: Overton
Park, Rhodes College, the cotton
warehouse district, Brooks Art Gal
lery, Schwab's Dry Goods store on
Beale Street, the Lowenstein House,
Chickasaw Gardens and the Hotel
Pontotoc, among others.
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According to Ross, the cost of mak
ing the film was just under $100,000,
which came primarily from contri
butions from private foundationsand
grants from the Tennessee Commit
tee for the Humanities and the Ten
nessee Arts Commission. Hesaid the
production cost was "dirt cheap"con
sidering that the film has over 40
speaking parts, several costume
changes, opulent scenes and antique
automobiles to fit its 1937 time frame.
"Keeping costs down required the
cooperation of the entire film crew,
consisting of outside professionals and
MSU faculty and students," Ross said.
"Everybody worked for very small
salaries. We had so many students
who worked on the film simply for
academic credit. Also, most people
tripled and quadrupled on jobs."
Ross is certainly one who wore
many hats during the production.
Besides director, he served as fund
raiser, co-producer, co-writer of the
screenplay and co-editor of the film
(with MSU assistant professor David
Appleby). More recently, he has un
officially donned the cap of distributor.
"You have to spend a full year pro
moting a film after the actual shoot
ing ends," hesaid. "Itreally is a major
part of filmmaking.
"We simply couldn'thave bought the
publicity we received from film fes
tivals and the national magazine ar
ticle," he said. "Because of the demand
we are getting from non-theatrical
distribution like high schools, uni
versities and libraries, it became necessary for us to find an official
distributor.
"We were extremely pleased when
Pyramid Films of LosAngeles, one of
the largest non-theatrical film dis
tributors in the country, saw the
American Film article and ap
proached us about distributing the
film," he added.
Critical acceptance of the film
continues to mount favorably. A
recent writeup in Variety maga
zine referred to the film as well
acted and directed, and called it
"a fine debut effort that shows just
what can be done in regional film
making in America."
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Person to Person
MSU Lends a Helping Hand—and a
Research Assist—to Aid a Community's
Quest For Better Health Care
By Chris Lyons
and
Deborah Baker

MSU's Dr. CharlesWilliams, at the
podium, maps out his research strat
egy at a meeting in the Lester Com

munity Center in the Binghampton
area. Assisting in the effort are, from
left, theRev. H.A. Powell,president of

the Lester-Binghampton Community
Organization, and Marvin Smartt,
city-county health planner.

Many Memphians can take for
granted their access to adequate
health care facilities and servicesother Memphians cannot. The lucky
ones can afford health insurance and
medicine, while the otherscan barely
afford an adequate meal.
The Binghampton community
happens to include many of those un
lucky "others."
A recently completed study of
Binghampton's health problems aided
by MSU's department of anthropol
ogy may help turn that bad luck
around. The project provided the
community's citizens and the Mem
phis-Shelby County Health Depart
ment with hard data from which to
begin implementing health care
decisions.
Directed by Dr. Charles Williams,
assistant professor of anthropology,
and Marvin M. Smartt, adjunct as
sistant professor of anthropology and
health care planner for the Memphis
and Shelby County Health Depart
ment, the health needs assessmentof
the predominately black neighbor
hood revealed seven major barriers to
residents in the area for receiving
health care.
These are: economic (means and
ability to pay for health care ser
vices); time and distance; informa
tion (knowledge of services available);
waiting time (how long clients must
wait for services); interpersonal re
lationships (how clients are treated
by health practitioners); the resi
dents' individual perceptions of their
illnesses (how sickone must be to see
a doctor), and miscellaneous prob
lems such aschild care problems and
hours services are available.
Williams said the data gathered
showed that middle-aged and elderly
persons presently make up the bulk
of the populationin the area, indicat
ing a need for more adult-oriented
health services, but healso points out
that 16 percent of the entire popula
tion are females of child-bearing age,
and that within the next 5-10 years,
more child health services will be
needed.
The data also showed that, of the
survey respondents, slightly more
than 53 percent had never used any
of the Memphis and Shelby County
Health Department clinics, and that
respondents usually held some mis
conceptions, of public health clinics.
These misconceptions included feel

ings that public clinics do not offer the
same services as private physicians
or hospitals, that using public clinics
implied being indigent or on welfare,
that waiting time in the clinics was
excessive and that the Health De
partment is controlled by whites.
The survey results pointed up spe
cific health needs in the neighbor
hood in several categories, including
serious dental problems among the
children; the prevalence of such
chronic diseases as cancer, diabetes,
heart disease, obesity and alcohol
ism; deficiencies in eye care services;
a need for betternutrition, especially
among children; a concern over teen
age pregnancy, and drug abuse.
Williams said that another inter
esting facet of the survey's findings
was that very often, the black adult
male will "suffer rather than use
public assistance, such as Medicaid"
when ill.
The health survey meant a second
encounter with the Binghampton
community for Williams. He first
studied Binghampton (and the
Orange Mound community) several
years ago for his doctoral disserta
tion. Part of his dissertation included
historical aspects of the Binghamp
ton community; now a closer look at
some of the history may helpfocus on
how Binghampton evolved to its
present, depressed status, he said.
Binghampton received its name
from Squire William H. Bingham of
Ireland. In 1895, the village had
enough homeowners to apply for a
town charter. By1910 the town had a
population of 1,673.Later, several in
dustrial plants made Binghampton
their home; the community became
more prosperous and seemed des
tined for a bright future.
At one time, the American Car &
Foundry Company served as one of
Binghampton's major sources of in
dustry. The company had asmany as
3,000 workers on the payroll, includ
ing many blacks and Irish attracted
by jobs and available homesites.
After hard times closed many of the
area's industries, massive rental units
were constructed for transitory blacks
new to the community during the
1940s and 1950s. An interviewee in
Williams' dissertation said, "These
multiple-dwelling units caused the
demise of a very stable and whole
some black community." The upkeep
was neglected on the units, thereby
5

inviting a "poorer and transitory ele
ment of life." Since then, the com
munity has never had the stability
that it once enjoyed.
Present-day residents still feel the
effects of the past. Some of these ef
fects include crumbling roads, dilap
idated housing, andof course thelack
of a health care facility.
Cynthia Hagan haslived in thearea
all of her life. "The biggest problem
that we have is that we don't have
clinics," she said. It means her chil
dren, ages 11, 4, and 3 do not receive
the proper medical attention. "Well,
they haven't had checkupssince they
were small..."
Loretta Wilson, another lifetime
resident and a former school teachter, said she is optimistic about the
reopening of a health clinic.
Trying to get answers for so many
questions from so many residents
posed problems for the researchers.
Williams and the Rev. H. A. Powell,
pastor of the New Growth Baptist
Church and president of the LesterBinghampton Community Organi
zation, agreed that communication
presented a problem. The residents
kept thinking that theywere going to
receive a health clinicjust for partic
ipating in the study, which was not
the case, Williams said. Powell said
the residents had a special problem
"because the people who need these
services rarely understand what's
being communicated."
Williams said that trust was an
other problem facing researchers.
People just don't trust outsiders com
ing into their neighborhood asking
personal questions.
Said Powell: "In a community like
ours, with so many poor and lowincome people and a history of dep
rivation, there is a fear of the estab
lishment and government coming into
their homes."
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There's No Business Like
'Funny Business'
by Larry S. Taylor
What do a TV producer and host,
former Army Airborne Ranger, Spe
cial Forces officer and collegeinstruc
tor have in common with a free-lance
cartoonist and humorous illustrator?
Plenty, if they'are all the same per
son: Jack R. "Jack" Cassady.
"It just happened," said Cassady, a
veteran of 22 years' service in the
Army who is pursuing a master's de
gree in visual communications
through MSU's University College.
He attributes his varied back
ground, interests and hobbies to his
zest for life and longtime love of car
tooning and comic art. A childhood
attraction led Cassady tocartoons and
humorous drawings, he says. And as
a man, an ability to find humor in
everyday situations kept him
involved.
"Amusement for me is something
that comesas aservice to someone else
for just a minute of the day," Cassady
says.
His ability to create cartoons and
comic illustrations has led Cassady to
become locally as well as nationally
recognized.
Cassady, who describes himself as
a former "closet cartoonist," came out
of the closet recently with his own TV
program, which began last summer
in Nashville and was rebroadcast on
some 42 other stations across the
country. WKNO-TV, Memphis, car
ried the program in the fall.
An accomplished public speaker,
Cassady was invited to try the elec
tronic medium tospread the good word
about cartoons and their creators.He
developed the 13-program series for
public TV stations which became
"Funny Business-The Art in
Cartooning."
"I never really considered hosting
such a show until I was approached
by WDCN staffers in Nashville,"

Cassady said, recalling a taping ses
sion in which WDCN's Harmon
McBride asked if he would be inter
ested in doing a complete series on
cartooning.
"Well I thought about it, and by the
time I drove back to Memphis, I'd
thought up enough shows to fill up an
entire memo pad."
More than a year of work wentinto
the 13 parts,many ofwhich were taped
on location far beyond the state of
Tennessee. Cassady visited the edi
torial offices of Playboy, The New
Yorker and Good Housekeeping, as
well as the Connecticutstudios of Mort
Walker (creator of"Beetle Bailey") and
the Museum of Cartoon Art in Rye
Brook, N.Y.
Show topics range from "Women
in Cartooning" and "Underground
Comix" to "Making Hamburger from
Sacred Cows."
"It's not all ha-ha, fun and games,"
Cassady said of his host duties. "We
talked about some serious things, too,
like cartooningas asocial expression."
The idea behind the show, Cassady
said, is to "give a very realistic ap
proach to the wonderful world ofcar
tooning, comic art and humorous
illustration. I'll feel really good if the
public just says,'Hey, I learnedsome
thing, and it was fun.'
"We want our show to be thinkable
and thought-provoking. I hope there's
something in it for everybody."
With a subjectlike cartooning, vis
ual effects become a very important
part of the program, according to
Cassady. Indeed, the shows are loaded
with examples of the art and footage
of the artist at work.
Cassady said he's had so much fun
working on "Funny Business" that
he'd love to see additional shows be
yond the first 13, which have been
distributed on more than 40 stations
7

or statewide networks.
Although cartooning serves to en
tertain, it also works to express the
artist's feelings and views on life and
society, or to advance public accept
ance of a product through advertis
ing. Hence, those whowish to pursue
a career in it must possess theability
to write.
"Writing is of vital importance in
becoming a cartoonist," said Cassady.
"It takes a pretty verbal person to
achieve the skill it takes to become a
respected comic or cartoonist."
Cassady literally practices what he
preaches, or rather, he preaches as a
practice: he taught public speaking at
the University of Tennessee-Martin,
and he often takes a cartoon slide show
on the road for presentations to civic
groups and service clubs.
He has also been asked todraw for
"Cats, Cats, Cats," an anthology of cat
cartoons. Cassady's cartoon clients
include the McNaught Syndicate,
Fuddrucker's Restaurants, and a host
of publishers of books and maga
zines, including Good Housekeeping,
Family Circle, Field and Stream, New
Mechanix Illustrated, Golf Digest and
Easy Rider. Hisline of humorouspos
ters depicting military life is distrib
uted internationally by Brigade
Quartermaster's, Ltd.
Cassady's work hasbeen published
in England, France, Italy, Switzer
land, Brazil, and Germany."It proves,"
he says, "that the comic medium
transcends language barriers."
When he's not drawing magazine
cartoons or solving advertising prob
lems with visual humor, Cassady can
be found writing and drawing his way
through a continuation of his televi
sion series. It'll be called "Funny
Business II-More Art in Cartooning."

Memphis State
By Mark Hayden
The 31-4 MSU roundballersof 198485 willanswer a big questionin 198586. Many of the out-of-town mediawill
say, "Yeh, they're good, but can they
win without Keith Lee?"
Lee, dubbed "The Franchise" for
four seasons with the Tigers, is now
a Cleveland Cavalier in professional
basketball. That fact puts more pres
sure on each player-maybe the
greatest on senior playmakingguard
Andre Turner and junior bigman
William Bedford.
The 1985-86 campaign should tell
whether Turner can continue his
spirited last-second suicide shooting
of the '85 NCAA rounds against Bos
ton College, Alabama-Birmingham
and Villanova. Dubbed the "Cardiac
Kid" during that period, he'll have to
rely mainly on Bedford and a host of
forwards if MSU wants to keep the
inside shot as part of their valued
arsenal.
Turner has last year's starter Baskerville Holmes plus reserve David
Jensen and newcomers Vincent Rob
inson, Marvin Alexander, Rodney
Douglas and Kenneth Moody as tar
gets for thatall-important inside shot.
In addition to Bedford, Turner,
Holmes, John Wilfong, and Dwight
Boyd, 6-5 guard Vincent Askew re
turns. Askew put Tiger rooters on a
roller-coaster ride last summer when
he couldn't decide whether to remain
a Memphis State Tiger or not. After
he changed his mind several times,
MSU won the sweepstakes over In
diana State and Mississippi State.The
upcoming slate will also tell if the
Memphis native regained the shoot
ing touchhe lostin the NCAA playoffs.
With Lee gone, Dewayne Bailey
should be called on to spell Bedford
near the bottom of the circle. The
combo worked well together last sea
son with Bailey spectacular at times.
Bailey may have seen his confidence
level shoot upduring the playoffs last
season when he was asked to play
alongside Holmes when Lee became
a frequent fouler.
New to the schedule are home

MSU's Andre Turner (10) goes up
for two against Tennessee State Uni
versity during recent action atthe MidSouth Coliseum.

games against Kansas, Missouri and
New Orleans with dates early in 1986.
MSU will meet Fresno State on en
emy turf and the usual home-andhome series against each of the Metro
rivals will again bring good basket
ball entertainment.
With dramaticimprovement in the

Cincinnati Bearcats and the Florida
State Seminoles, plus a strong South
Carolina program and keen rivalry
from Virginia Tech and a Louisville
squad that promises to be stronger in
1985-86, the Metroconference should
be as well-balanced as any yearsince
its inception.
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Onward and Upward to
Bigger and Better Catfish
By Ed Webb

From left, doctoral student Patricia
Mazik, Dr. Ken Davis, and Dr. Bill
Simco, professor of biology, examinea

young catfish ina holding tank in the
old morgue on the South Campus.

They hope their experiments will re
sult in fatter catfish for the fish market.

Something fishy is going on in the
old morgue on the South Campus of
Memphis State University.
The morgue of the former Veter
an's Administration Hospital is cur
rently part of the facilities of MSU's
Ecological Research Center.It is used
by MSU physiologist Dr. Ken Davis
and fisheries biologist Dr. Bill Simco,
for a myriad of experiments dealing
with catfish and other speciesof fish.
The two MSUprofessors, who have
worked together since 1972, are ex
perimenting with ways to alleviate
stress in fish, to "trick" fish into

spawning more than the normal one
time per year, and ways to produce a
fish population of only one sex. Suc
cessful research in these three areas
could significantly impact the fish in
dustry in coming years, according to
Davis.
U.S. Department of Agriculture
figures released recently show that
16.7 million pounds of catfish were
delivered to processors during Sep
tember of 1985, up 33 percent from
September 1984. Prices paid to cat
fish farmers in September averaged
71 cents per pound, compared with69

cents last year.
The catfish industry will continue
to grow dramatically during the next
few years, according to Davis. Sev
eral fast food chains now offer catfish
fillets as regular menu items, and
catfish is becoming increasingly pop
ular with supermarket shoppers.
"Catfish farming really began on a
large scale in Arkansas, but Missis
sippi currently has thegreatest num
ber of acres used for commercial fish
farms," Davis said.
A major part of the work of the MSU
research team involves determining
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what types of water quality charac
teristics cause the fish to exhibit the
best growth rates."The quality of the
water directly affects growth," Davis
said.
"Under the best of circumstances,
a catfish will gain a pound of flesh for
every pound of dry food it consumes,"
he said. Although catfish farmers can't
expect this kind of growth rate in the
field, the work of Davis and Simco can
help produce agrowth-rate asclose to
maximum efficiency as possible.
"The work Dr. Simco has done in the
area of recirculation systems is often
cited as authority on the subject by
other scientists working the field,"
Davis said.
One of the center's graduate assis
tants produced an average of 13.5
pounds of fish per cubic foot ina water
quality experiment. Such efficiency
could not be matched economically on
a commercial catfish farm, according
to Davis. "What it does show, how
ever, is thatif the water quality iskept
high, fish will grow even if they can't
move around very much," he said.
This is an important factor for cat
fish farmers who must often main
tain densely populated ponds in order
to make their harvest profitable.
"Increased density in ponds also
creates a variety of other problems,"
Davis said. "Densely-populated fish
use more oxygen, produce more met
abolic waste and become more sus
ceptible to disease. We're trying to
work around these problems toallow
more fish to be grown in smaller
ponds.
"Fish farming today is a fairly risky
business," he said,"the best idea is to
manage the water correctly to pre
vent problems from occurring. Most
of our work isgeared toward heading
off problems that might occur five
years from now."
The pair is alsoexperimenting with
ways of producing all-male or allfemale populations of fish. "So far,we
haven't been able to produce all-male
populations," David said. "We have
produced all-female populations by
using 10 different hormonal treat
ments in the water."
Producing all-male populations
would be especially beneficial to MidSouth catfish farmers because male
catfish grow 10-15 percent larger than
female catfish. Mono-sexpopulations
are also unlikely to produce stunted
fish due to excessive reproduction and

may be useful in localities where re
production is not desirable.
Because a majority of fish experi
ence stress when they are captured,
transported and stocked into another
body of water, Davis and Simco are
also working todevelop ways ofelim
inating this stress.
"When fish are stressed, they se
crete certain hormones andlose elec
trolytes such as blood sodium or blood
chloride, both of which are harmful
or even deadly to fish," Davis said.
"Stress can mean a large loss of fish
to fish farmers."
One 1983 experiment, performed in
cooperation with the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service, resulted
in finding a way to lessen stress in
largemouth bass when they are being
transported from the hatchery to the
release site.
Normally, most fish spawn only once
a year, causing fish farmers to work
frantically during May and June to

produce enough fingerlings to meet
their needs, according to Davis.
"If we could move the spawning
season up to Januaryor February, the
fish could be held indoors and fed un
til time to move them to the ponds.
This would produce bigger fish by the
end of the growing season," he said.
The two professors, who have been
at MSU since the 1960s, continue to
maintain zeal and enthusiasm for
their research endeavors. They ac
knowledge that some other univers
ities place a greater emphasison the
study of fish and wildlife than does
MSU, citing Auburn University asone
having a completely separate depart
ment of fisheries. However, Davis
says, "We have been able to do sig
nificant research that other univers
ities, more well-known in the field and
better-equipped, haven't done yet."
A bigger, better fish for a hungrier
market.. .it's definitely in the future.
And that's no fish story.
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This Engineering Professor's
Project is 'Patently' Original
U.S. Patent Marks MSTTs Emergence in
the Technological Arena

President Carpenter presents Dr.
John Smith, professor and chairman
of the department of civil engineer
ing, with a U.S. patent for his inven

tion, "Production of Hydrocarbons."
From left are Dr. Victor Feisal, in
terim vice president for academic af
fairs, Dr. Smith,President Carpenter,
12

Although the days of Thomas Edi
son and Elias Howe are longpast, Dr.
John Smith, professor and chairman
of the department of civil engineer
ing at Memphis State, is proof that
American ingenuity is alive and well.
MSU President ThomasCarpenter
recently presented Dr. Smith with a
U.S. patent for his invention, "Pro
duction of Hydrocarbons," a process
which takes virtually unusable sub
stances and transforms them into an
alternative fuel source. The patentis
one of the first fruits of Carpenter's
efforts to emphasize the research
component of the University and move
Memphis State into the "high tech
nology" arena.
The patent issued by the U.S. Pat
ent Office, Number 4,504,282, was
granted for the design and data Smith
submitted to the Patent Office nearly
four years ago. He began working on
the coal gasification project in 1980
and completed it about a year later.
"At that time, natural gas prices
were predicted to be on the rise, so we
began working on developing a
method of producing alternatives to
natural gas, which would also work
as a method of waste disposal,"Smith
said.
"What we came up with was a fairly
simple method of taking such sub
stances as coal, coal fines (the tiny
particles of coal that are normally
thrown away), sawdustor other wood
products, as well as sludge from sew
age treatment plants, and through
heat and several other steps, arriv
ing at a rich sort of synthetic natural
gas," he said.
This method could provebeneficial
to industries, Smith said, because it
provides them witha way to generate
their own fuel without relying on a
natural gas company. It would also

free those companies from having to
pay a pipeline fee.
"Also, some areas of the country are
not served by naturalgas. The indus
tries in those areas could conceivably
use this method, using other source
materials with their system," Smith
said.
Smith said that although compa
nies or industrieswhich may want to
implement his system would have to
purchase and build special furnaces,
blenders and other pieces of equip
ment, all equipment used in the coal
gasification process is readily avail
able "off the shelf," and there are no
unusual or "exotic" materials re
quired to set up the system.
In addition to producing a rich syn
thetic fuel, coal gasification also is a
means of pollution reduction, accord
ing to Smith.
"Through coal gasification, solid
waste is transformed to, at worst, a
less obnoxius residue and-or air pol
lutant contaminants, which can be
removed with conventional technol
ogy. Sludge from sewage treatment
plants works as well with the system
as othercarbon materials,"Smith said.
In fact,Smith says, his invention of
the coal gasification method for the
creation of fuel is a spinoff of the work
he had been doing earlier to convert
sludge into something usable.
Memphis State undergraduate and
graduate engineering students, as
part of their classwork,assisted Smith
with the laboratoryexperiments while
he was researching gasification. Test
data from those experiments, which
clearly indicated that solid waste
materials could bemade intoa gasfuel
through his method, formedthe basis
of his patent application. Although
there are other patented methods
which produce similar results, his

and Dr. O. E.Wheeler, dean of MSU's
Herff College of Engineering.
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method is substantially different from
those and the result is a richer fuel
than the other methods.
Smith said the true test of his
method will come when a larger
working scale model is built and im
plemented, as his data was gathered
from laboratory-sized units of equip
ment. Memphis State, as assignee of
the patent, is hopeful that it can be
licensed to a company which would
utilize it on a larger scale, or that it
will be funded for further develop
ment on a true-to-life scale.
"We don't really knowwhy it works
the way it does, what sort of hydro
carbons are beingformed in the proc
ess, or whether there could be another,
more optimal set of circumstances
which would produce an even better
set of results," Smith said. "What we
do know is that it does work-if what
we have come up with is indeed the
perfect set of circumstances, then luck
was with us. At some point, the en
gineer says 'Enough is enough,' but
there's still enoughof the scientist in
me to realizethat more could be done."
Offering a behind-the-scenes as
sist to the patent effort itself were the
Herff Trust and Dr. Harry Feinstone,
Distinguished Professor of Research,
and himself the recipient of more than
20 patents in the pharmaceutical field.
The Herff Trust provided funds for
professional services during the pat
ent application process, and Feinstone lent his personal expertise on
behalf of the University.
As department chairman for civil
engineering, Smith now divides his
time for research with administra
tive and teaching duties. Not one to
let his love of research disappear,
however, he is currently worked on
technology in wastewater treatments.
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High Achievements,
Humble Attitude:
Portia King Has Engineered
Success at MSU
By Ed Webb

It's doubtful that Portia King setout
to be a "Wonder Woman," but her ac
complishments are giving her that
reputation these days.
The 20-year-old King isthe young
est student ever toreceive a master's
degree in electricalengineering from
MSU. Add to this the fact that King
is a black woman, rare in engineer
ing, and graduated with a perfect
grade point average, and her accom
plishment becomes even more notable.
"Portia had a 4.0 grade point av
erage in the master's program, but
she's much better than that," said Dr.
William Jermann, MSU professor of
electrical engineering. "She was really
good on the modern abstract concepts
and was clearly one of the best stu
dents in our program."
Dr. 0. E.Wheeler, dean of the Herff
College of Engineering, said, "Portia
was an exceptionally hard-working,
bright young lady,who achieved a re
markable level for a 20-year-old. She
not only mastered the regular elec
trical engineering program, but
learned additional computer lan
guages as well.
"She was one of the most accom
plished students ever to attend MSU
on a minority engineering scholar
ship," Wheeler said.
King's interest in engineering be
gan as a student at Treadwell High
School. Treadwell is oneof 15 schools
in Memphis participating in the

Southeast Consortium for Minorities
in Engineering (SECME), a program
sponsored by MSU's Herff College of
Engineering and directed by Dr. Roger
E. Nolte, professor of electrical engi
neering. King was one of the initial
participants in SECME, and oneof the
first graduates produced by the
program.
The purpose of SECME is to pro
mote interest in engineering among
minority high school students.It was
Nolte who encouraged andaided King.
The program places engineeringrelated materials in the high schools
to enable minority students to better
prepare for the study of engineering.
Although SECME provides no schol
arships, there arescholarships avail
able through the National Action
Council for Minorities in Engineer
ing (NACME). At present, there are
25 students enrolled in the Herff Col
lege on NACME scholarships.
King, who attended undergradu
ate school on a NACME scholarship,
attended graduate school on a Herff
Fellowship.
As part of her responsibilities as a
graduate assistant,she worked closely
with Dr. Jermann installing the Col
lege's new AT&Tcomputers. King also
programmed a robot for Nolte in an
advanced computer language to walk,
talk andsing. Shethen used therobot
in a program she presented to area
high schools to stimulate interest in

Dr. William Jermann, left, and Fbrtia King place finishing touches on 'Topo' the robot.
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engineering.
After graduation in August, she
began a high technology job in sat
ellite communications with RCA of
Memphis.
King, who attends the Homeland
Church of God in Christ, attributes a
great deal of her success at MSU to
her faith in God and the support her
family has provided."I study and then
I pray," she said."I see it work for me
all the time. I am just thankful unto
God for allowing me to get this far,
and I know He will continue to bless
me."
King isthe daughterof elementary
school teacher Myldred King of 2171
Brown. The elder King taught her
daugher in the first grade when Por
tia began school at the age of four. Her
grandmother Portia Jonesand broth
ers William and Mack King also live
in the family's home on Brown.
She is a member of Tau Beta Phi
engineering honor society, Gamma
Beta Phi honor society, the Institute
of Electrical and Electronic Engi
neers (IEEE), theSociety of Minority
Engineers and Technologistsand the
Society of Women Engineers.
"The only problem Portia had dur
ing her job interviews was that she
just doesn't look as old as the typical
person with a master's degree in en
gineering," Jermann said. "Employ
ers expect tosee someone much older."
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Keeping Memories and
Minds Alive
Tests developed by a Memphis State
psychology professor to more accurately
diagnose Alzheimer's Disease may ease
the pain for families struggling with the
dreaded "senile dementia"
By Ed Webb

Dr. Williams interviews another volunteer in a clinical test for Alzheimer's Disease.
The memory loss begins gradually-almost unnoticeably. Often vis
iting relatives are the first to notice,
and to wonder 'What's wrong with
grandpa?'
As the condition worsens, the sim
plest tasks-telling time, remember
ing names, takinga walk, using words
known for a lifetime-become insur
mountable challenges.
The diagnosis-Alzheimer's Dis
ease. Thedeterioration continues un

til the victim is no longer able to
control bodily functions. At the end,
the victim lies in a fetal position,
gradually sinking into coma and
death. The cruel decline occurs in six
to eight years, although some suffer
ers linger as longas 20 years.
So widespread has the disease be
come that it is now called the disease
of the century by many experts. Alz
heimer's afflicts up to three million
Americans. Approximately seven
16

percent of the 27 million people over
65 in the Untied States are severely
disabled by the disease. Alzheimer's
accounts for more than halfof all cases
of senile dementia and over half of all
nursing home admissions.
Concern over the effects of the dis
ease, coupled with an increased
awareness in aging around the coun
try, has triggered a wave of activity
in the searchfor a cure. Joiningin the
fight is Dr. J. Michael Williams, an

assistant professor of psychology at
Memphis State University.
Williams recently received agrant
of nearly $50,000 from the Andrus
Foundation to continue hisstudies of
the memory-impaired.
"My work is focused on measuring
the differences in the memory of a
normal older person and a person af
flicted with dementia," he said. "Our
problem involves finding the best way
to measure themental changes so that
we can more accurately diagnose the
disease."
In 1983, Williams developed the
Vermont Memory scale which he uses
in his testing. Presently, the Wechsler Memory Scale, invented in 1945,
is the most popular memory test, but
it is now outdated. Part of the grant
received by Williams will be devoted
to standardizing the Vermont Scale
by giving it to normal volunteers, and
attempting to pushfor its acceptance
around the country.
He has also developed a test that
allows family members of the victim
to note the everyday consequences of
the disease. This information helps in
diagnosis, especially when the victim
is too disabled to take memory tests.
Williams also gears a great deal of
his research toward developingways
to better prepare the families of Alz
heimer's victims to cope with the
disease.
According to Williams, there are
two main crisis points thefamilies of
an Alzheimer's victim must face. The
first is when their relative's demen
tia is diagnosed as Alzheimer's. This
is a difficult time for families and their
doctors because thedisease is so hard
to diagnose. Family members some
times feelthe victimis sufferingfrom
a mental illness and they are some
how to blame.Often the initial stages
are dismissed as being merely a con
sequence of the aging process.
Families drive themselvesto phys
ical and emotional exhaustion trying
to render continuous care, while ex
periencing the anguish of seeing
someone they love becoming a
stranger who no longer recognizes
them.
Williams says a natural reaction
during the early stages is for the vic
tim to begin hiding his valuables.He
realizes he is having a problem, and
the act of hiding his valuables gives
him a sense of security. Unfortu
nately, the victim often forgets where

he placed the objects. Some even ac
cuse sons and daughters of robbing
them. "Imagine the pain of having
your mother accuse you of stealing her
money," Williams said.
The second crisis hits when rela
tives realize they can no longer ade
quately care for their loved one.
"Institutionalization is a difficult step
because most people have been con
ditioned to believe they should care
for the Alzheimer's victim at home
until the person dies,"Williams said.
"Most families experience consid
erable guilt when they consider plac
ing their family member in a home.
Usually after they visit a nursing
home they see that the homes aren't
really so bad," he said. Many experts
feel the structured atmosphere of the
nursing home actually makes the
Alzheimer's victim feel more at ease.
Alzheimer's has also been vir
tually overlooked by the health care
policymakers. The extremely high
cost of the required nursing home care
is not covered byeither Medicare nor
most private health insurance pro
grams. "Alzheimer's cases are often
given an alternative diagnosis, how
ever, that the insurance companies
will pay for," Williams said.
A family mustliterally spend their
way into bankruptcy in order to qual
ify for any state or federal aid. Even
if a family can afford the cost, many
nursing homes are reluctant to ac
cept Alzheimer's patients because
they are difficult to manage.
"One patient began getting up at 3
a.m. and heading for work. His fam
ily was finally forced to put locks on
the outside of the doors to control his
impulse to wander," Williamssaid. "In
a nursing home, they simply don't
have the resources to cope with such
a problem, and the patient would
probably be restrained."
Williams hopes to conduct a study
of Memphis-area nursing homes in
order to devise a rating system for the
facilities. Such a system would help
the families of victims to make the
best choice for their relatives.
Even though the only sure way to
diagnose Alzheimer's is to take a bi
opsy of brain tissue, and there is no
known cure, thefuture is not without
hope.
"The disease is probably curable,
but we are still at the idea stage,"
Williams emphasizes."The disease is
difficult to measure and observe, and
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therefore it's hard to find a cure."
Scientists are currently pursuing
three main theories in search of the
disease's cause. Many believe that a
virus is responsible. Others believe
that the disease is a genetic disorder,
and others believe the cause is a de
generation of an area of the brain that
produces chemicals necessary for
proper functioning of the brain.
Perhaps the most promising re
sults obtained so far were by a Dart
mouth physician who implanted a
small pump under the skin of the ab
domen in four Alzheimer'svictims. By
means of acatheter inserted ina tiny
hole in the skull, he injected neuro
transmitters into the brains of the
victims. The transmitters were a
chemical found to be missingfrom the
brains of most Alzheimer's victims.
"Because of the concern over the
disease, it made gigantic news around
the country when some of the pa
tients showed improvement," Wil
liams said.
Another promising sign for the fu
ture is increased political activity of
the Alzheimer's Disease and Related
Disorders Association (ADRDA).The
organization, which now has 120
chapters across the country and
sponsors 300self-help groups, spends
approximately $10 million per year
to increase public awareness of the
disease and to aid in the search for a
cure.
Since 1976,federal research spend
ing on Alzheimer's has increased al
most tenfold, from less than $4million
to $37.1 million this year.
The activity of ADRDA has also
made it easier for Dr.Williams to find
Alzheimer's victims to participate in
his studies. The real problem he has
encountered, however, has been in
getting normal older volunteers to
participate.
Anyone who would like to partici
pate in the memory study and help
fight the diseases, whether memoryimpaired or not, should contact Dr.
Williams at the Department of Psy
chology, Memphis State University,
Memphis, TN 38152, or call 454-2741.
Dr. Williams is especially inter
ested in havingnormal adults over the
age of 40 complete his memory tests
so that researchers and doctors will
have a normal standard of memory
ability to use when describing the
memory disability of Alzheimer's
Disease.
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With Pen in Hand
A Lively MSU Sequence
Allows Performance and Perfecting
in the Writer's Art

William A. Webb, a junior English
major, and author of "A Night at the
Quay."

Gary Whalen, a graduate student in
the English department, and author
of "Big Bill and His Dog House."

Charles Marshall, a senior English
major, and author of "Fall from
Graceland."

By Victoria Greer
"...to create out of the materials of
the human spirit something which did
not exist there before."
That's how William Faulkner de
scribes the art of writing. Any Eng
lish class can identify the man. But
some classes deal with more than who
Faulkner was or what he wrote. Un
derstanding why he wrote; under
standing why any writer tries to
create "something which did not ex
ist there before"is the object of these
classes.
Memphis State's English depart
ment houses a creative writing se
quence for anyone interested in
learning and /or perfecting the art of
writing. It boasts a literary magazine
called the Memphis State Review
which is published semi-annually and
has been cited by Writer's Digest as
one of the top non-paying markets in
the country. There are also several

workshops led by established profes
sionals who visit Memphis State as
part of the Writers in Residence
program.
Dr. Thomas Russell, director of the
sequence, joined the faculty follow
ing a year with New York Universi
ty's creative writing program,
bringing with him some very definite
ideas and goals for the sequence.
"Those of who teach creative writ
ing are practicing writers,"explained
Russell. "We work at it. We are in a
sense all in the same boat. Students
come into the classes, many of whom
haven't written a story in their lives,
just to find out about creative writ
ing. The experience they are going
through is the same experience that
those of us who are teaching the
courses have experienced-and are
experiencing."
"A good creative writing teacher not
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only has to be astute in trying to find
the story that each studenthas to tellwhich is usually just lying below the
surface of something he's turned in.
He must in some way help that stu
dent pull the story out; bring it into
focus and work at aspects of his story
writing that will tell ussomething he
wishes to tell us about himself. And
to be a perceptive creative writing
teacher means that you have to be
come personal with your students in
a way that other teachers may not
have to be. You have to look at these
students andsee that thisis their life
on the page. That this is their story
they are telling you."
Following are a sampling of those
stories. Written by students in the
creative writing program, these ex
cerpts from longer pieces of fiction are
representative of the diverse styles
and talent within the sequence.

ANIGHT ATTHE QUAY
by WILLIAM A. WEBB
Summer, hot and slimy, the nightfog stole over Bottomless Bay wrap
ping barnacled pier and anchored ship
alike in misty fingers. On the high
bluffs beyond the harbor sprawled
ancient Custacrak, the largest port on
the Nhojen coast, whose night eyes
flickered like ten thousand fireflies
and reflected from the low clouds,
haloing the harbor with aneerie glow.
The bay itself was stagnant and
scummy; the restless waters a filthy
grey. Silhouettes of the wharveswere
ghostly and forbidding-a nightmare
to navigate in daylight and some
thing no sane captain would attempt
at night. Only echoes of the day'snoisy
doings were left to the silence.
All manner of strange characters
were afoot that night. The arrival of
the first Zessian trade ships of the
summer had excited the city, luring
tight-pursed merchant and thief alike
to dicker or steal. The taverns and
bordellos overflowed with unwashed
mariners eager tosample the vicesof
the old city, their gold paid out quickly
to people with knowing smiles. So
filled was Custacrak that many slept
in streets or backalleys; only those
with plenty of coin slept under roof.
The drifting banks of mist col
lected in droplets on the noses and
beards of two men who staggered
down a long wharf, which ledto a farfamed and highly popular tavern
named the Quay. Above and to their
right burned Custacrak, whose lights
the fog diffused into thousands of
white and yellow stars, sinister eyes
which they could not escape. Many
swords would be crossed before dawn,
and for that reason the men sought
the enforced safety of the Quay.
"Ain't no one gonna get cut up
there," saidLef, hisfew black and yel
low teeth showing when he grinned.
Karf winked and slapped his fat
belly cheerfully, stumbling to match
the taller man's stride. "I've drank my
share, you lout!Ain't nobody gotta tell
me how good the Quay's beer is! Best
there is this sideo' Ferrenthea.I hope
like hell Careena ain't taken."
"What do'ya wantwith that whore,
ya stupid fool?What you need isa real
woman, one ya can call yer own, like
that black haired witch at the Lusty
Lion. I'm tellin' ya Karf, shewas per

fect for ya!" He laughed and dark wine
drooled from the corner of his mouth,
staining his tunic."Them long legs an'
all. She'dhave ya straightenedout in
no time!"
Jerking his hand from Lef's shoul
der, Karf slapped him in mock anger,
grabbing the wine jug."The last thing
I need is straightening out, an' I don't
need marryin' off, neither! I got the
boat an' the boys an' enough coin ta
buy all thedrink I candrink, an'I don't
want no wife around messin' that up!"
Singing as theyswaggered further
into thedarkness of thebay, footsteps
muffled by the wet wood, themen were
unaware of a heavy body that swung
onto the pier from below. Behind them
it stalked, moving swiftly despite its
enormous bulk, a blacker shadow in
the blackness of the night. When it
leapt upon them they fell silently,
necks broken instantly by massive
arms. There were no screams, only a
few strangled moans.
A tearing sound.
The bittersweet of blood.
Two loud splashes.

"Writing is an outlet for anger,
opinion, frustration; everything that
builds up inside of a person."
That definition is by William Webb,
a junior English major, involved in
Memphis State's creative writing
program. He has plans of turning that
outlet into a profession eventually.
"I would like to put myself in a sit
uation where I can write what I want
to write full time; make a living at it;
live comfortably without the limita
tion of having to write toa particular
market. Just being in a situation
where Ican write what I want to write.
That's probably the ultimate goal of
any writer."

BIG BILL AND
HIS DOGHOUSE
by GARY WHALEN
The next day when I got to work I
saw that Big Bill had gotten there
earlier and had almost finished the
dog house. He told me he was going
to finish it at lunch that day. When
lunch time came, I went to the break
room and saw Bill had taken all his
strawberry Cokes out of the ice box.
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I figured he had taken them over to
the work area where he was building
his dog house. After I finished lunch
I went over to see how he was coming
along. When I got to the work area I
could see that it was finished.
There was only one problem.
"Say Big Bill! there ain't no door to
this thing...Bill, where are you?"
"I'm in here, man."
"You mean you're in that dog
house?"
"Yes." Sure enough he had nailed
himself up in that dog house with only
a couple of air holes in the top.
"Why'd you do that, Bill?"
"Felt like it."
"Yea, but why?"
"Just felt like it."
"You gonna come out?"
"No."
"The big man'sgonna kill you,Bill.
You better come outta there."
"No. I ain't comin' out for nobody."
He seemed to mean it.
When the foreman got there he
wanted to know where Bill was so I
explained and he got real mad.
"William, you better get the hell out
of that box, now!"
"No. I ain't comin' out for nobody."
"William, so help me,get out of that
right now or you're fired."
"Didn't ya hear what I said? I said
I ain't comin' out for nobody."
"O.K. William. Stay in there, then,"
said the foreman and then he looked
at me. "Get to work, Ben, and forget
he's here."
"Yes, sir. But what if Bill doesn't
come out at closin' time?" I asked.
"Then leave him there. I don't care."
When closing time came around Big
Bill wouldn't say nothin' but "No, I
ain't coming out for nobody."So, I left.
The next day I got to work a little
early. I couldn't wait to see what Big
Bill was gonna do. He wasstill in the
box.
"Bill, ain't you hungry?"
"No."
Well, I went to workin' and Icouldn't
wait for the foreman to get there. He
got there about three hours later.
"William, you mean to tell me you
stayed in this box all night?" asked
the foreman.
"Yes, sir. And I ain't comin' out."
"Look, William, if you're upset
about something just tell me what it
is and we'll try to work something out.
Is it because you didn'tget offfor your
birthday?"
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"You gotta be kiddin,' man. Any
way, I ain't comin' out."
"Dammit, William! There'sno sense
in this. You're gonna have to eat
sometime."
"I got food with me and those
strawberry Cokes."
"Won't last forever, William."
"It'll last long enough."
"William, if you don't come out in
an hour then you're fired." For an hour
the foreman waited, but Big Bill didn't
come out.
"William, your time's up. You com
ing out?"
"No."
"Alright, then, you'refired," said the
foreman and he left. Big Bill stayed
where he was.
About an hour before quitting time
Bill was still in the box.
"Bill, you ain't mad at me areyou?"
I asked.
"No, it ain't you."
"Good. Bill, I'm gonna have to call
the foreman and tell him that you're
still here. Alright?"
"Alright with me."
So I called the foreman and told him
that Bill hadn't come out.He said he'd
be right over.
When he got there he came up to
me, "Is he still in there, Ben?"
"Yes, sir. Ain't budgin'," I answered.
Then the foreman went back to the
door and motioned to two men. They
came in, got a fork lift, and used it to
lift up the box with Bill in it. They
drove the box to the dock door and
loaded it onto a truck that had backed
up to the door.
"Whatchya doing with Big Bill?" I
asked the foreman.
"Well, William's fired so hecan't stay
here, and he wontcome out of the box,
so I'm taking him away."
"Did you hear that,Big Bill?" I hol
lered. "They're takin you away!"
Big Bill didn't say nothin'.
"Goodbye, Ben," said the foreman.
"See you tomorrow."
And they drove off with Big Bill in
his dog house saying nothin'. I waved
goodbye to my friend and have never
seen him since.

"I enjoy telling stories. I've always
loved telling stories; since school."
This love led Gary Whalen, a grad
uate student in the English depart

ment, to writing. "As with most
writers I hope to get a novel pub
lished. A novel that is well received
by the critics and the public as well.
Entertaining people is one of my pri
mary goals of writing. I'm not out to
give somesort of great profound mes
sage. I just want to entertain readers."
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ted Elvis Presley Boulevard. One of
these days he was going to hop in his
VW bug and take off, never looking
back. Someday-but not today. He read
on in the grim silence of 3:05, but
didn't look up when, ten minutes later,
the bell over the door slapped the
glass, and a customer walked in.

People, Places &Things
Goldsmith's Boost Means
MSU's Biggest Scholarship

FALL FROM
GRACELAJMD

"It's a lot offun to sit down with just
an idea, a blank sheet of paper and
combine the two tocreate something.
There's a joy in that that's hard to
by CHARLES MARSHALL
explain."
Trey sat on the counter, wedged be
Charles Marshall, is a senior Eng
tween a Barclay cigarette display
lish major, whose writingtalents cover
stand and a bin containing an orgy of
both the areas of fiction and nonficdifferent candy bars, and read the
tion. Writing of a genre that broad
latest issue of People. He was usually
leaves him with plenty of options
more discriminating in his choice of
when working.
reading material, but working the
"I work on a lot of different things
graveyard shift at Phil's Stop-N-Shop
at one time. And depending on what
was a study in boredom and he had
sort of mood I'm in, one day I might
already plowed through the heavies
work on achildren's story and the next
like Time and Esquire. Besides, read
day I might be workingon something
ers can't be choosers-not on the
on the opposite end of that spectrum.
graveyard shift anyway. At times he
It's really just a mood thing."
looked up from the magazine and into
Although the preceeding stories are
the soft glow of the fluorescent lights,
excerpts froma larger context they are
deafened by the absolute silence of 3
what Russell refers to as "good gen
a.m. Sometimes it bothered him, but
eral representations of the talent
not tonight. He read on.
within the creative writing program."
Some people couldn't handle work
Russell is presently engaged in at
ing nights, but it seemed to suit Trey
tempts to increase enrollment in the
just fine. It paid for his art and pho
area. He is hoping the department will
tography supplies without interfer
be offering a Master of Fine Arts de
ing (very much) with his school
gree in the skill of writing soon; that
schedule, and while his scholarship
would be following approval by the
at the Art Academy held up,that was
Board of Regents.
all the money he needed. So he came
"A Master of Fine Arts in writing
in four nights a week, pushed a dirty
is a terminal degree. It is a mastery
mop around the narrow aisles until
in the skill of writing and more and
the boss left and then kicked back,
more businesses and universities-in
read magazines and drank coffee un
stitutions of all kinds are trying to find
til the sun came up and his relief
people who havegone through a rigid
showed up. The oddballs would come
program that indicates they have
in until about 2 a.m. for a six-pack of
studied the skill of writing. It doesn't
Bud and a pack of Kools, butafter that
guarantee that you're going to be a
things were pretty calm. It wasn't
great writer when you get out. It in
much of a job, but it wasn't tough and
dicates that you have experience with
there was nobody looking over his
the written word. And it is a finalde
shoulder all the time, so it was okay.
gree.
More and more people are being
He had been fired from his last jobhired with that degree, whereasthey
cutting mats in a frame shop-when
won't be hired with simply a master's
he refused to shave off his beard.
in English."
Funny how things work out, he
thought. It was so funny that he was
about to bust a gut laughingabout it,
there sitting on the greasy tile counter
staring atthe street lights which dot
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Robert Alan Long field, Jr., fourth
from left, is the recipient of Gold
smith's Department Store Scholar
ship. Gathered for ceremonies are
Laura Adler, Goldsmith's vice presi-

dent for human resources, Goldsmith
Chief Executive Officer Matthew
Spiegel, Mrs. Jane Longfield, Mr.
Robert A. Longfield, Sr., Dr. J.Taylor
Sims, dean of MSU's Fogelman Col-

lege of Business and Economics and
MSU Director of Development Dr.
Sherman Franklin.

The Goldsmith'sDepartment Store
Scholarship, the largest single schol
arship given at Memphis State, has
been awarded to Robert Alan Longfield Jr., son of Robert and Jan Longfield of 3115 Glengarry Road,
Memphis.
The scholarship, in the amount of
$10,000 spread over a four-year pe
riod, was presented at a ceremony in
the executive offices of Goldsmith's
downtown.
The award was established for an
outstanding student who plans to

pursue one of the business majors of
fered at MSU. Special consideration
is given to applicants from Shelby
County, West Tennessee and other
areas served by Goldsmith's or Fed
erated Department Stores.
"Goldsmith's felt it was important
that MSU's scholarship be competi
tive with universities in other cities
so that the better students would re
main in Memphis," said Matthew
Spiegel, Goldsmith's chief executive
officer. "This scholarship is our at
tempt to aid in that cause."

Dr. J. Taylor Sims, dean of the
Fogelman College of Business and
Economics, said: "The scholarship
exemplifies the confidencethat Gold
smith's has placed in the College and
University to select students with
outstanding potential who will make
a contribution to the future of
Memphis."
Longfield, who graduated last year
from Raleigh-Egypt High School,
plans tomajor in finance and possibly
minor in economics.
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Virginia Vickery Retires:
'This is the Time'

a tenth of the500 men and women who
enrolled as freshmenin 1941. But now
the war was over and enrollments
were booming as GIs came back to
school.
"In 1946-47-48 I would leave the
president's office to teach a class in
typing," she said. "Business had been
my minor and I wascertified to teach.
We were growing so fast we couldn't
get enough teachers, and Dr. Smith
had told me, 'Teachthis class and we'll
tack on a little bit more to your sal
ary.' So I was a teacher, too."
She said sheknew growth had truly
arrived when she overheard a board
room conversation between Hum
phreys and his jack-of-all-trades aide,
Dr. Calvin Street. "They were going
over plans and saying, 'We'll put a
building here, here, here. Well, later
I asked them, 'You wouldn't cover up
my crooked sidewalk, would you?' I
was referring to the walk I always

used to go from the Administration
Building to the Southern railway
tracks.
"They said theynot only would,but
they will. And they did,"she said. "Oh,
there were lots of changes. After Dr.
Humphreys barreled through that
door in 1960 I never got caught up
again."
One constant, she said, wasthe high
caliber of leader she met in her years
at MSU. On her list are Humphreys,
Smith, Street, Richardson, Dr. R. M.
Robison and a host of others. "I used
to wonder howI wasso fortunate that
I should meet so many wonderful
people. Finally, I just decided to stop
trying to figure it out and just be
grateful."
She remembered how,in the1940s,
she handled the appointment papers
for faculty members who later
achieved prominence, such as the
Kaltenborns in mathematicsand the

Rumbles in education. "Years later I
sent their retirement papers on," she
quipped. "That's kind of bad, isn't it?"
The notion of retirement just came
to her as the right thing to do, shesaid.
"There comes a time, and this is the
time."
It's also a time for her to busy her
self as a first-time grandmother, and
to follow the exploits of the Tiger
teams. Her daughter and married son
live in Nashville; she moved to Germantown after her husband died sev
eral years ago but recently moved
back to Memphis.
Meanwhile, MSU will be a big part
of her life, she said, and no one had
better talk it down with her around.

"I always felt it was part mine. I
know what's wrong with it, but I don't
want anyone else to tell me what's
wrong with it. Ifslike my own child."

Lectureship Brings Bonus
of Advertising Expertise

Mrs. Virginia Vickery is looking forward to enjoying retirement after more than 40 years of service toMSU.
It was in the late winter,1960, but
it was a hot time at Memphis State,
only three years a university and on
the threshold of its greatest growth
period ever.
No place was busier than the office
of Dr. Cecil C. Humphreys, acting
president of the University since the
retirement of Dr. MillardSmith. Plans
for building after building were on the
boards; enrollments were shooting
upward.
"Dr. Humphreys was out one day,"
recalled Mrs. Virginia Vickery, his
executive secretary at the time. "I was
real busy-you know, this was at a time
when the budget and academic per
sonnel records all originated in the

president's office. I was also answer
ing phones and there was a call from
a man who asked for the acting
president.
"Without thinking, I just said, 'This
is she.'
"Well, the man laughed and I got
all upset. I learned he was a prose
cuting attorneydowntown and Isaid,
'Please, please, don't tell Dr. Hum
phreys I said that.'"
Mrs. Vickery, looking back fondly
on a professional and emotional at
tachment to MSU going back more
than 40 years, isn't embarrassedto tell
the story. "There was a time where
everyone was working to build a university-and it was fun,"she said."We
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worked hard, because there weren't
as many peopleto do thework as now.
But nobody minded."
Late last summer Mrs. Vickery re
tired as coordinator of academic per
sonnel records. Her career at MSU
began as a history student in the
1940s; after graduation in 1945 she
served assecretary to Dr. Jennings B.
Sanders, president until 1946, and as
a secretary orassistant to succeeding
presidents Smith, Humphreys, Dr.
John W. Richardson and Dr. Billy M.
Jones. In 1977 she switched exclu
sively to academic personnel work.
In 1945, she recalled, Memphis
State, still a college, offered a grad
uating classknocked down toless than

Memphis Advertising Federation
announced plans to establish, through
its gift to Memphis State University
of $50,000, an endowed lectureship in
MSU's department of journalism.
Presenting the gift to MSU was
Hugh Lynn Sanders, president of
Memphis Advertising Federation,
who said that hisorganization wanted
to establish the lectureship program
at MSU to enhance the advertising
program offered throughthe journal
ism department.
The lectureship, entitled the
Memphis Advertising Federation
Lectureship in Advertising Commu
nication, will be set up to provide ex
pertise needed for professional growth
and development through journal
ism study and research, and to assist
deserving students in the field of
journalism.
"This gift represents a tremendous
resource for the journalism depart
ment," said Dr. John De Mott, jour
nalism department chairman. "It will
allow us tobuild more flexibility into
our program and to better serve not
only our undergraduate and gradu
ate students but professionals in the

MSU President Dr. Thomas Car
penter, left,and Memphis Advertising
Federation President Hugh Lynn
Sanders, center, look on as depart
ment of journalism chairman Dr. John
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De Mott adds his signature to the
ADFED's endowment for a lecture
ship program in MSU's journalism
department.

Memphis State
field as well. Additionally, this fund
ing will enable us to bring in wellknown and talented experts in the
advertising field, something we were
unable to do previously."
Earnings fromthe $50,000gift will
be used to fund lectures, professional
in-residence consultation /teaching
lectures and speakers, part-time in

Memphis State

structors to providecourses for work
ing students and to finance research,
travel and related expenses of pre
senting papers and attending profes
sional associations for advertising
scholars.
It is expected that additional fund
ing generated by the lectureship will
be used at a later date to initiate and

support an endowed Chair in Adver
tising Communication, which upon
endowment would also be named for
Memphis Advertising Federation.
Funds will be administered through
the Memphis State University
Foundation.

Award Broadcasts
High Achievement

The Kathy Krieger Award for
Broadcasting was presented to Brenda
Steverson, asenior Broadcasting ma
jor at Memphis State by Dr. Richard
Ranta, dean of the College of Com
munication and Fine Arts.
The award was established in
memory of Kathy Krieger, a journal
ism student who died before complet
ing her studies at Memphis State,and
recognizes outstanding combined
achievement in academics and in the
field of broadcasting. Steverson is the
first recipient of the honor, which car
ries with it a $150 cash award.

Steverson, 21, has worked in sev
eral capacities with the campus radio
station, WSMS-FM, since transfering to MSU from UT-Martin in1983.
She began as an announcer and
worked as traffic manager before
being appointed to her current posi
tion as assistant general manager.
"Brenda has a bright future in the
field," said Bob McDowell, assistant
professor and general manager of
WSMS. "She has initiative and works
extremely hard." Steverson's respon
sibilities as assistant general man
ager have included scheduling of 35

student employees and direct super
vision of all department directorsnews, sports, music, production and
traffic.
After graduation, Steverson plans
to pursue a career in broadcasting. "I
want to do on-air work in television
or radio news," said Steverson.
"Eventually, I would like to be a net
work anchorperson." She hopes tostay
in Memphis, but says she would con
sider a move to the West Coast to ex
plore job opportunities in the larger
markets of Southern California.

Grad StudentTapped
For First Zonta Fellowship

Brenda Steverson,third from left, a
senior broadcasting major at MSU,
has been awarded the Kathy Krieger
Award for Broadcasting. Presenting
the award is Dr.RichardRanta, dean

of the College of Communication and
Fine Arts. Also present are, from left,
Mrs. Paul Steverson, Paul Steverson,
Dr. Michael Oshorn, chairman of the
department of theatre and communi

24

cation arts,and Robert McDowell,as
sistant professor and general manager
ofWSMS-FM.
Sarah Baker, right, a graduate student in MSU's College of Communi-

cation andFineArts, receivesthe Zonta
Club of Memphis Fellowship from U.S.

District Judge JuliaGibbons, a Zonta
Club member.

Memphis State
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The Zonta Club of Memphis has
named MSU graduate studentSarah
Baker as the first recipient of the
Zonta Club of Memphis Fellowship.
The presentation wasmade by U.S.
District Judge Julia Gibbons, a club
member, during the organization's
recent meeting at the 19th Century
Club. The fellowship is designed to
enhance the status of a promising
student who has demonstrated
professional and executive qualities,
according to Zonta Club President
Sharon Gary.
"We decided that establishing a
graduate fellowship would be the best
way to help since graduatemoney has

been cut substantially in recent
years," Gary said. "Miss Baker
emerged from an outstanding group
of finalists."
Baker, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Raymond Baker of Baldwin, Mo., re
ceived both a bachelor of arts and a
master of arts degree in music from
Washington University in St. Louis.
She is currently seeking a doctor of
musical arts degree from MSU's Col
lege of Communication and Fine Arts.
She plans to pursue a career in voice
pedagogy after completing her de
gree at MSU.
The 49-member Zonta Club of
Memphis is part of Zonta Interna

tional, the worldwide classified ser
vice organization of over 33,000
executive women in business and the
professions. There aremore than 900
Zonta Clubs in 50 countries.
The organization participates in
both international and local service
projects. Zonta's 1982-86 interna
tional service project is the SriLanka
Well Water Project, funding pure
water wells for 85,000 settler fami
lies in theDry Zone Areaof Sri Lanka.
For the last five years, the organi
zation has worked locally with the
Mid-South Eye Bank.

Greater Student Input, Tenure Process
Top Priorities for SBR Student Member
Catherine Hayes-Crawford, a sen
ior political science major at MSU, is
serving this year as the student
member to the Board of Regents ofthe
State University and Community
College System.
Hayes-Crawford, who has held a
variety of positions within the MSU
Student Government Association,
served as a legislative intern to Sen.
Curtis Person, R-Memphis. She was
appointed to the Board of Regents by
Gov. Lamar Alexander.
Her honors include Who's Who
Among Students in American Col
leges and Universities, a Presiden
tial Award for Outstanding Service to
the University and Student Body,
Omicron Delta Kappa, Mortar Board,
Pi Sigma Alpha, Gamma BetaPhi and
the National Dean's List.
At MSU, she served as a senator
from the College of Arts and Sci
ences, Secretary of Academic Affairs,
Chairman of the Policy and Proce
dures Committee, Chairman of the
Judiciary Committee and Chief Court
Clerk.

She was also President Thomas
Carpenter's appointee to the Stra
tegic Planning Committee, Under
graduate Grade Appeals Committee,
Food Services Committee, the PreLaw Advisory Board and was ap
pointed by Chancellor Roy Nicks to
the Task Force on Alcohol.
During her term, Ms.Hayes-Craw
ford plans to push for greaterstudent
input and involvement in the tenuring process and to implement a study
of textbook costs at the member
schools.
Ms. Hayes-Crawford is the daugh
ter of J. S. Hayes and Mrs. Paul H.
Wortham Jr. She is married to George
M. Crawford of Memphis, and is the
mother of two children, Andrew, 10,
and Joeanna, 8.
Catherine Hayes-Crawford, a sen
ior political science major at MSU,has
been appointed by Gov. Lamar Alex
ander to serve a one-year term as the
student member to the State Board of

TO HELP IDENTIFY PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS
If you knowa prospect that might like to have information on the undergraduate programs at
MSU, please complete the form below:

Prospects Name:
Address:

—

City

State

Name of Person Recommending:
Address:
City
Please send form to:

—

Zip Code

—
State

Memphis State University
Office of Admissions
Memphis, TN 38152
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